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Karanda Mission Hospital 

Ephesians 2:10 “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for Good Works, which God has prepared in advance for us to do“ 

The year in 
Review:
In January 2013 Dr. Roland Stephens 
retired after spending 33 years of his life 
at Karanda with his wife, Kathy.  At a 
gathering of almost 500 people a heart felt 
appreciation was given for his many 
years of selfless service to the community 
and the people of Zimbabwe. 

Dr. Paul Thistle joined the staff in January 
having volunteered some in 2012 as well. 
With him came his wife Pedrinah, a 
qualified nursing instructor. Dr. Thistle 
came to Karanda with many years of 
experience working in Zimbabwe and 
with a patient clientele that followed him 
to his new locale. 

Dr. Ryan Horadovsky came in February 
and introduced the SIGN nail orthopedic 
program to both Karanda and the Central 
Hospitals of Harare. To date over 200 
nails have been placed, transforming the 
lives of men and women who were 
otherwise destined to be cripples.    

 Through the efforts of James Kambudzi 
and Dorothy Chirindo, a chaplain and 
one of our senior nurses, the Home Based 
Care program, Orphan and HIV 
programs have continued.  There is still 
much work to be done here and we long 
for a dedicated individual to run and 
supervise these programs but still much 
valuable work was done, many orphans 
were helped and the HIV program has 
transformed hundreds of lives. 

The goat project was visited by the head 
of the National AIDS Council and was 
selected to become a model for the 
national program.  Here too, although 
successful, much more could be done. 
Pray for help in this area too. 

2013 was the year of the Water Project. 
Considerable work has been done to 
bring the river water to a cistern. Now we 
need to install a pump and filtration 
system. Pray that this is successful.

SIGN Nail Project

185 Major Orthopedic 
cases in 2013 with 50 of 
them being  SIGN nails, 
a program of donated 
Intramedullary rods for 
fixation of long bone 
fractures, introduced at 
Karanda in February 
2013. The program was 
also brought to the 
Central Hospitals. 

Home Based Care 
Orphan Ministry 
HIV Program

Programs bringing care 
to people who were 
once outcasts and 
forgotten. Now they 
have hope, a future and 
for many a normal life 
expectancy. No longer 
forgotten but cared for 
and loved.

Goat Project

HIV transmission from 
mother to child was 
almost a certainty. It can 
be prevented by being a 
part of this program. 
Goats are donated free 
to HIVpositive mothers 
and if they use the 
goat’s milk, their baby is 
unlikely to become 
infected.

Cataract Surgery

Almost 300 people 
regained their sight this 
past year through 
surgery done at 
Karanda, by the local 
missionary surgeon and 
2 teams of visiting 
ophthalmologists. 
Thank you for donating 
to this program!

Hydrocephalic and 
Spina Bifida Care

Karanda has become the 
primary site for the care 
of infants and children 
with Hydrocephalus 
and Spina Bifida.  
Pediatrics is often filled 
with babies with this 
condition. We thank 
those who enable this 
program to continue.

Water Project

Karanda faced and is 
facing a serious water 
crisis. Much work has 
been done on the 
program to help correct 
this but there is still a 
ways to go. Much 
funding still needs to 
come in to enable the 
project to be completed. 

   Serving God	 Serving Others

Karanda exists to spread the Good News to 
the lost who are in need of a Savior, a risen 
Lord. We praise God for the men and women 

who come to know Him through the 
ministry at Karanda each year.

Having come to the end of 2013, to the end of a very busy year, a year with significant changes,  I thought I would stop and write 
a note of appreciation to the many individuals who made the year a success. For any work of this nature to succeed we need 
many partners and we thank God for all those who have seen the work at Karanda and have desired to come alongside and 
support these endeavors.  I recently paused and considered what it took to perform a single operation at Karanda.  The gowns 
had been donated by a church in South Africa; the Anesthesia machine came from a group in Texas; the anesthetic gas came from 
The Netherlands; the sutures had been donated by Ethicon in the US and came through MAP. The operating room table was from 
a group in Spring Lake, Michigan. The operating room light came from an NGO in North Carolina. The hardware from the SIGN 
program in the US. The funding for the drugs used was also from the US and Canada. The hospital itself had been donated by the 
grandfather of a group that still supports the hospital.  The missionary surgeon is also supported by interested donors.
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Faces of Karanda

With the Bicycle Project, Karanda hopes to promote health in the Community.  This was a project sponsored by International and 
local Rotary Clubs.
Surgery:  This is a vital part of the ministry at Karanda.  This past year over 4500 cases were done.  We have a dedicated staff, that 
works long hours with great attitudes. Pray for them as it is not an easy task to keep a program of this magnitude going in our 
rural setting.  Many patients come to us having exhausted all other avenues for care and are deeply appreciative of the help they 
receive here. Pray for wisdom as we care for these men and women, many of whom come with very advanced disease. 
Obstetric and Gynecological Care:  Dr. Thistle is a specialist in Obstetrics and Gynecology. Zimbabwe has the highest incidence 
of cervical cancer in the world. Approaches to date do not seem to have done much to control this devastating disease.  At 
Karanda we now have an effective and busy screening and treatment program. Hopefully this will make a impact in our area. 
Karanda has three building projects planned for 2014.  They were originally planned for 2013 but the water program became 
urgent.  Having completed the new male ward, we want to renovate and move Pediatrics to the old male ward and then renovate 
the operating rooms, doubling the size of this facility. In addition we need more staff housing so have planned to build a set of 4 
apartments. Pray for wisdom and funding for these projects.
Much more went on this past year - Karanda’s first Half Marathon, Community Outreaches, the Nursing School, the work at the 
Primary school and many other programs. We look forward to having additional new missionary staff this next year. We are now 
also an integral part of the training program for the University of Zimbabwe - training both medical students and interns.
Thank  you for being a vital part of this work.  We cannot do it apart from all of you who have partnered with us. 

On behalf of the Staff at Karanda Mission Hospital, we thank you!!               Daniel A. Stephens, MD, Medical Superintendent
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